Oregon State Council

ST. JUDE CHILDREN'S RESEARCH HOSPITAL
“That a child should die before his time is, to me, simply unacceptable...”
     In 1962, Danny Thomas' dream became a reality when St. Jude Children's Research Hospital 

was established in Memphis, Tennessee to treat children stricken with catastrophic diseases and to conduct medical research.

     After speaking at the 1970 IC Convention in Portland, Oregon, Danny became an honorary member of ESA. 

     In 1972, ESA officially adopted the hospital as its IC Philanthropic project.  The hospital is non-sectarian and there is no charge to patients or parents for its services.
The protocols for treatments used at St. Jude are also available to doctors around the world for appropriate use with their own patients.  The same treatments are utilized by the Doernbecker Children's Hospital in Oregon for children who have never actually been to St. Jude in Memphis.
     In less than four years, ESA members from all states and chapters raised over one million dollars.  In 1975, a seven-story addition was built to the hospital and the fourth floor is dedicated to ESA members.  The plaque reads “To ESA Women International for their untiring efforts on behalf of  St. Jude Children's Research Hospital.”

     In 1996, ESA committed itself to a $5 million endowment for the then-new Bone Marrow Research addition.  A floor in this wing was also dedicated to the ESA members who contributed over $25 million to the IC project.

     Since 1972, ESA had contribute over $200 million to St. Jude's.  ESA works with ALSAC, which is St. Jude Hospital's fund-raising arm.

     In 2012, more than 300 ESA members converged at St. Jude in Memphis to dedicate their newly named space on the plaza level of the Patient Care Center.  The ESA-St. Jude partnership celebrated 40 years of service and more than $164 million raised for the mission of St. Jude.
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